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Burr competes 
at Ranch

Finals

NW Tech partners
for MASH

camp

Office clOsed
The offices of the Fairview Re-
publican and Artistic Printing will 
close at noon on Friday for the 
Independence Day holiday.
chester July 4th
A 4th of July celebration will 
be held at Chester Park be-
ginning at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day. For more information call 
(580) 922-5471.

Page 6

cOming up

Local ........................2-3
Editorial....................... 4
Weekly Record ........... 5
School......................6-7
Funerals...................... 8
Legals ......................... 9
Classifieds ........... 10-11
Local ......................... 12

Major County’s news source since 1898 • news@fairviewrepublican.com

u See connection, page 2

By ElisaBEth hughEs

Fireworks, food and fun
Something for 
everyone at Friday’s 
Fairview’s Festival 
and Fireworks

Major County and the rest 
of northwest Oklahoma will 
once again kick off the Inde-
pendence Day holiday week-
end with fun, food and fire-
works at Fairview’s Festival 
and Fireworks, set for Friday 
at the Major County Historical 
Society.

Activities begin at 6 p.m. 
and will run until dark, when 
the fireworks commence. 
Events include children’s 
games, live entertainment, a 
salsa cook-off and, of course, 
a fantastic fireworks display.

This year’s event is spon-
sored by the Fairview Cham-

ber of Commerce. At 6 p.m., 
the celebration will be kicked 
off when the food booths open 
and the turtle races begin. Or-
ganizers say that box turtles 
only will be accepted for the 
races.

The flag raising and nation-
al anthem take place at 6:30 
p.m. Face painting and pony
rides also begin at that time.

The sack races and stick 

horse races start shortly after 
at 6:45 p.m. Live entertainment 
from Eric Hopkins begins at 
that time as well, along with 
the people’s choice voting for 
the salsa cook-off contest.

Prizes ranging from $25 to 
$50 in Fairview Bucks will be 
given away during the cook-
off. Contact JaNae Barnard at 
227-2512 or Sara Pendergraft
at 227-1240 for more informa-

tion or to enter the contest.
At 7:30 p.m., prepare to be 

amazed at the agility of some 
of our youngest residents 
when the Zippers Gymnastics 
put on a show.

The bubble gum blowing 
contest will start at 8 p.m. Also 
at 8, the winners in the salsa 
cook-off will be announced.

Bartel-Martens 
connection continues 
to impact Fairview

1957 - World War II was 
over and America was 
thriving in the Boomer Age. 
The business union of Walt 
Bartel and Don Martens 
planted seeds of success in 
the Fairview community 
with the building of the 
Fairview Pipe and Supply, 
Inc. Their union thrived and 
continues to feed the local 
economy through the har-
vest of their efforts.

In 1948 Walt Bartel began 
his education at the age of 
22 on the job for Vic Smith 
where he learned welding 
and blacksmithing. He built 
his first truck bed and dozer 
blade there. The job was 
“about as low as you could 
get; had to make a living,” 
remembers Walt, who will 
turn 90 this year.

The first business ran by 
Walt and Carl Bartel was 
Bartel Brothers Welding, 
housed in what is now Pen-
dergraft Body Shop. Don 
Martens went to work for 
the brothers at the age of 22. 
When Carl was drafted into 
the military in 1954, he and 
Walt sold the business to 
Don and the name changed 
to Don’s Welding. Walt 
went on to pursue farming 
full time.

Walt and Don had more 

this photo of the fairview pipe & supply inc. manufacturing plant showed the business 
just before its formal opening on feb. 25, 1961. the building on n. main now houses 
Bramco.

By CosEttE WymEr in common than their skills 
as they married sisters, Joyce 
and June Fast. In 1957 the men 
combined their skills to begin 
Fairview Pipe and Supply and 
built the white building on 
Main Street, which now hous-
es Bramco, to become its new 
home. With Walt’s engineer-
ing and marketing skills and 
Don’s business management 
skills, the business grew into 
nine buildings throughout 
Fairview to house the work. 

They found a connection 
for used pipe out of the Texas 
panhandle oil industry. The 
used pipe was shipped to 
Fairview on the railroad lines 
and recycled for agricultural 
needs from stock racks to bull-
dozer blades for farm tractors. 
“Whatever the farmer want-
ed, we would build it,” stated 
Don.

Then two men from Ring-
wood, Marvin and Leroy 
Boehs, approached Walt and 
Don about leasing patent rites 
to a loader they had designed 
along with a friend from 
Harper, Kan. Don and Walt 
saw the possibilities.

With this new design, the 
duo needed a larger build-
ing to handle the work load 
and the plant north of town 
was built. A new identity 
was needed so they had a 
contest to name the business. 
Don’s brother Marvin Mar-

tens, who was working for 
them already, and A. W. 
Epp, Betty Wichert’s father 
and minister of the Menno-
nite Brethren Church, were 
both credited for combin-
ing the names Walt and Don 
for Waldon. The winner re-
ceived a picnic table which 
now sits at the snow cone 
stand on Main across from 
Bramco.

The railroad again con-
nected with their business 
as the cars delivered new 
pipe from Pennsylvania to 
the Waldon floor. The Wal-
don loader became a reality 
in the late 60’s.

With Walt’s marketing 
skills and a connection with 
a New York exporter, Henry 
Jahn, the product was sold 
all over the world. “Those 
days were exciting. Some 
days didn’t go so well but 
then came another day,” 
smiled Don.

Walt praised his brother-
in-law, “Don was a very 
good business partner who 
never made a quick deci-
sion; had to think about it 
first. He was a great stabiliz-
ing factor at Waldon.”

One of the largest cus-
tomers who still uses the 
loaders was a connection in 
South Africa who purchased 

“We are almost there!”

the royal theatre is quickly moving toward reopening with the announcement that all of 
the $60,000 needed for a digital projector and screen has been raised and each of the 150 
seats has received sponsorship. foundation board members say that they are currently in 
training on the new equipment, the floor has been cleaned and painted and new carpet is 
to be installed this week. concession stand equipment and supplies are also in transit to 
the theater, paint is being touched up and contracts with movie companies are being final-
ized. “We are almost there!” boardmember Janae Barnard said. 

FRMC sees higher 
revenues in May
In-patient, swing bed bring 
in triple revenue and more

u See fireworks, page 3

May at Fairview Regional 
Medical Center was a posi-
tive revenue month, hospital 
chief financial officer Christie 
Schakelaar told the trustees of 
the hospital at their meeting 
last Thursday.

Inpatient revenue was tri-
ple over May 2014, coming in 
at $223,600. Swing bed was up 
over five times prior year at 
$41,420.

Outpatient revenues were 
also up over a quarter-mil-
lion dollars and family clinic 
was up nearly $10,000, al-
though still slightly below 
budget.

Net income after expens-
es was $35,032, up nearly 

$100,000 over May 2014.
FRMC Administrator Rog-

er Knak said that this was a 
good month, especially since 
last May was “the worst 
month I’ve ever seen.” At that 
time, the hospital only held 
$69,000, or four days worth 
of expenses, in the bank. This 
year, there is over almost 10 
times that amount, enough to 
cover more than 30 days of ex-
penses.

In Knak’s administrative 
report, he stated that the hos-
pital is following new leads 
for some doctors, and the fu-
ture is looking promising. 

A lead on a pediatrician 
was explored, but trustees 

u See frmc, page 3
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Cimarron Electric Cooperative

July Member of the Month
Sponsored by Fairview Chamber of Commerce

Cimarron Electric Cooperative was the �rst rural 
electric cooperative in Oklahoma.  Seventy-eight years 
later, Cimarron is replacing 1,249 miles of line with big-
ger, stronger poles and wires.  The upgrade is about one 
third through the three-year project.  The Fairview por-
tion of the upgrade is nearing completeion.

Forty-nine employees provide electric service to ap-
proximately 15,000 meters in nine counties in north-
west Oklahoma.  Members are owners of Cimarron Elec-
tric and elect directors who live in the nine districts.

Among advantages to being a member of an elec-
tric cooperative are the taxes paid at the wholesale and 
retail levels.  Ninety-�ve percent of this money goes 
back to school districts where these lines are located.  
Fairview schools will receive $100,000 from Cimarron 
Electric's gross receipts taxes this year.205 S. Main • Fairview, OK

Todd "LOW BOY" Duncan

"Low Boy's" Deal of the Week!

2013 Ford Focus ST

580-227-4405 • 1-800-259-4425

Vinton Baker Ford
Todd "Low Boy" Duncan 

$20,987

Supercharge your spring with this 2013 Ford Focus ST! This Car 
has it all with power. style and performance! Fully loaded with 
sport tuned Recaro bucket seats, intelligent access with push 
button start, navigation, sunroof, rear spoiler, my-ford touch, turbo 
charged 2.0 Eco-boost engine and only 5,400 miles! This car also 
has the remainder of a 72 month/60,000 mile Ford Premium Care 
Warranty! All this for only $20,987 and 328 a month! *(W.A.C.)  
Come see...

* With Approved Credit. Not all buyers are qualified

Thank God For Our Freedom In Him!

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES BEGIN 10:30 A.M.
.

Kingdom of Love World International Church - Fairview

580-340-3603        Visit: www.kolwicfairview.org

Join us for ministry each week
With Pastor Gary & Pastor Donna Payne

FAIRVIEW FIRE DEPARTMENT
will be testing 

Water Hydrants 
starting 

Tues. July 7th 
through August

Chester 
4th of July Celebration
Saturday, July 4th at Chester Park

Starting at 9 AM with the Races
Hot Dog and Ice Cream Feed

following the races
For more info, call:

Susan Strecker (580)922-5471

u Continued from page 1

Connection
the machines to use in the dia-
mond mines. Don knows they 
are still working because his 
son Garen Martens still sup-
plies parts to them for the 
loaders when needed. 

Waldon employed 260 lo-
cals during its peak and aver-
aged the building of 10 trac-
tors a week. Walt remembers 
South Africa purchasing eight 
of the loaders in one order. 

Marvin, who had served 

in the military and attended 
Tabor College, became vice-
president of manufacturing 
at Waldon. Don praised his 
brother as a “hard supervisor 
but he played the hardest” 
when it was time. Don said 
Marvin’s people skills were 
excellent in communicating 
with the workers. “He ran the 
plant. Marvin was very, VERY 
important to the success of 
Waldon,” added Walt. 

Walt’s brother Willard was 
brought into the company 

from Enid as their accountant. 
Years later he opened his own 
business building boats in 
the white building on Main 
Street.

Don says Waldon was suc-
cessful because “We cared 
about our workers and took 
care of them. We also believed 
in ‘personal contact’ with our 
customers - face to face ser-
vice - rather than depending 
on the phone to do our busi-
ness.” Walt added the custom-
ers “were not coming to take it 

away from us. We had a great 
marketing team to sell our 
products.”

Wayman Cornelson was 
Waldon’s top salesperson as 
he flew all over the country 
to make a sale. “He put us on 
the map!” declared Walt. With 
four salesmen who worked 
solely on commission, Walt 
admitted that some of them 
took home a greater check 
than he or Don because they 
were “so good at sales.”

Another employee, Delbert 

Moore, who was Don’s first 
employee at Don’s Welding 
and who later taught welding 
at NWTC, also supervised the 
floor at Waldon as plant man-
ager.

When Walt and Don decid-
ed to “retire”, they sold Wal-
don in 1982 to Overhead Door. 
The company changed hands 
three times before it became 
a division of Broce Construc-
tion.

Don served on the Fairview 
City Council and was mayor 
for 10 years, as well as serv-
ing in numerous other com-
munity capacities. “Back then 
we worked for the community 
and we did what we had to do 
to make it succeed,” Don af-
firmed. 

When asked where he 
learned his skills, Don smiled 
and said, ”Right here,” in ref-
erence to the job site. He ad-
mitted three years at Grace 
Bible College helped him in  
other ways.

Don establishing the Chris-
tian Hope Indian Eskimo Fel-
lowship at an Indian mission 
in Phoenix. The training center 
provides guidance in personal 
growth, skills and leadership. 

Walt in his retirement re-
invested in new businesses 
with his sons Lonnie and Jay  
as well as others. Their invest-
ment with Dana LeMunyan in 
an oil drilling company lasted 
several years before selling it 
to a company in Texas.

Mabar Manufacturing, 
owned by Carl Bartel and 
cousin Harry Martens, pur-
chased the truckbed line and 
equipment from Fairview 
Pipe and Supply. They then 
sold to Dan Hill and Associ-
ates. Lonnie, who worked as 
an accountant at Waldon, be-
came Mabar’s general man-

ager after the sale.
Now Lonnie has ventured 

into another recycling busi-
ness with his brother Jay and 
Kent Schlotthauer to create 
PowerMax equipment where 
they rework used machinery 
and manufacture some farm 
equipment.

Jay, who also began work-
ing at Waldon when in high 
school, invested with father 
Walt, Jayson Bartel and Trent 
Watkins to begin Cimarron 
Acid, an oilfield service com-
pany.

Garen Martens developed 
and sold Marten’s Manufac-
turing, located east of town, 
which produced harrows for 
farm use.

The Fairview Pipe and Sup-
ply has now come full circle 
as Marvin and his daughter 
Marva Morris purchased the 
white building on Main Street 
from Garen and Phil Ewbank 
to carry on the manufactur-
ing business, Bramco. Marva 
stressed that at one time, 
“Fairview was once the in-
dustrial capital of northwest 
Oklahoma.”

All Walt knows is, “We 
were a couple of innocent 
farm boys who put it (manu-
facturing industry) together.  
God had a hand in it but used 
us to carry out his work.”

Certainly the 50’s was a 
time of growth in America but 
these two families embraced 
the opportunity to plant their 
seeds in the manufacturing 
business and Fairview, which 
will thrive forever in the his-
tory of Major County and 
Oklahoma.

A number of the products 
manufactured may be seen in 
the “Made in Major County” 
building at the Major County 
Historical Society. 

Staff photo by Cosette Wymer

Standing next to one of the first stock haulers made by Fairview Pipe and Supply are: Front row, L to R; Fairview Pipe and 
Supply and Waldon partners, Don Martens and Walt Bartel. Back row, L to R, are sons Garen Martens, Jay Bartel and Lonnie 
Bartel.

Together, we can make this a hunger-
free summer for Oklahoma’s children
$100,000 donation match helps chronically hungry children in 
Major County

One in four children in Okla-
homa struggles with hunger.  
In this land of plenty, no child 
should ever go hungry.  Top of 
the World, David Gorham and 
two anonymous families have 
issued a $100,000 matching 
gift challenge to support the 
Regional Food Bank of Okla-
homa in fighting childhood 
hunger in Oklahoma. 

Every childhood hunger-
relief gift made between 
now and August 31st will be 
matched, up to $100,000.

“For many children in 
Oklahoma, summer is a care-
free time of fun and explora-
tion. However, for children 
who struggle with hunger, 
this time to revive instead 
becomes full of uncertainty 
about not having enough nu-
tritious food at home,” said 
Rodney Bivens, executive di-
rector of the Regional Food 
Bank of Oklahoma.  

Research has found that 
some children consume up to 
50 percent of their total daily 
calories at school during the 
school year. Thus, this loss 
of up to ten meals per child 
per week can create a tre-
mendous financial burden for 
low-income families who are 
already struggling to obtain 
adequate food and necessi-
ties. It can also impact the 
overall health of our state’s 

children.
The Regional Food Bank 

provides enough food to feed 
110,000 people each week, 37 
percent of whom are children.  
The nonprofit also feeds chil-
dren through its Food for Kids 
programs.  

The Summer Feeding pro-
gram provides meals to chil-
dren 18 and under over the 
long summer months when 
free and reduced price meals 
are not available at school.  
This summer, more than 90 
sites in 23 counties are partici-
pating in the program.  

In Major County, the fol-
lowing site is participating in 
the program:

·Cornelsen Elementary 
School, operating through 
June 26, located at 1200 East 
Elm in Fairview. Lunch is 
served from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Breakfast is served from 8 to 
8:30 a.m.

“When I visited the Sum-
mer Feeding site at Boys’ and 
Girls’ club and saw the num-
ber of kids eager for, and in 
need of, a good meal, my eyes 
were opened,” said David 
Gorham.  

“Discovering how many 
kids depend on backpacks 
of food to sustain them over 
weekends and holidays, I 
knew I wanted to get involved 
and help raise funds for this 
worthwhile cause.”

Through the Backpack Pro-

gram, children receive a back-
pack full of kid-friendly, non-
perishable and nutritious food 
on Friday to sustain them over 
weekends and school holi-
days. During the 2013 - 2014 
school year, more than 18,500 
students in 501 schools par-
ticipated in the Backpack Pro-
gram in central and western 
Oklahoma.  

In Major County alone, 13 
children at two schools partic-
ipated in the program. Schools 
included: Aline-Cleo Elemen-
tary School and Cornelson El-
ementary School.

The School Pantry program 
provides chronically hungry 
middle and high school stu-
dents with food to sustain 
them after school and over the 
weekends. During the 2013 - 
2014 school year, the School 
Pantry program served nearly 
4,800 students in 124 middle 
and high schools.

“One of our students, from 
a single parent home, came to 

me because her mother had 
lost her job and they were 
struggling to eat and pay bills 
on her unemployment check,” 
shared a School Pantry coordi-
nator. 

Kids Cafe and Snack Sites, 
an afterschool and summer 
program, provide food, men-
toring, tutoring, and a variety 
of other activities to at-risk 
children in central and west-
ern Oklahoma.

“When you support the 
Regional Food Bank, you’re 
bringing relief to struggling 
families and helping children 
in need break the cycle of 
poverty,” said Bivens.  “Let’s 
work together to make this a 
Hunger-Free Summer for chil-
dren in need.”

To make a tax-deductible 
donation visit regionalfood-
bank.org or call 405.600.3136.  
Connect online with the Re-
gional Food Bank at twitter.
com/rfbo or facebook.com/
regionalfoodbank.


